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control of the masses."50 The activities of the All-India Village'
Industries and the All-India Spinners' Association are a con-
crete expression of his great concern for the economic recon-
struction of India's life according to this basic principle.

Gandhiji's own long, dedicated life had been a model of
non-possession. In spirit and letter he relentlessly followed the
vow, putting his body under severe ascetic discipline and re-
ducing its needs to the narrowest limit.

Why does Gandhiji consider the conquest of man's acqui-
sitive propensities as an essential discipline for the satya-
grahi? This is due to his basic principles as well as practical
considerations. The theory of non-possession is a corollary of
his belief in soul-force. Soul-force transcends material media,
and spiritual progress, i.e., realization of spiritual unity, is not
possible unless we crucify the flesh and simplify our wants.51
Nature produces only what is needed for the moment and no
more.52 The principle of spiritual kinship demands that the
satyagrahi must try to remove poverty and inequality with
their attendant evils by possessing what is just enough for the
present and take no thought for the morrow.53 Besides, the
accumulation and defence of wealth inevitably involve the use
of violence.54

Gandhiji also explains the ideal in terms of his religious
beliefs. The Creator is the undisputed Master of all that we in
our ignorance call our property. Man is such an insignificant
atom that any idea of possession on his part seems ridiculous
and offends against God's sovereignty. Nothing belongs to man,
not even his body. As His creature it behoves man to renounce
everything and lay it at His feet. This act of dedication, the
expression of a determination to live a life of service to our
fellow creatures, is the justification or the condition of the use
of things to the extent necessary for such a life. The experience
of saints and prophets who lived a life of voluntary poverty
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See also Chapter V infra.
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